April 5, 2011

IT'S TIME TO BRING OUR TROOPS
HOME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, last Tues-
day, Congresswoman SUE MYRICK and I
went to visit the wounded at Walter
Reed. These trips are always a vivid re-
minder of the true cost of war. Seeing
the men and women who have lost
limbs for this country make we wonder
how many more are going to be in that
hospital, both at Walter Reed and Be-
thesda, with severe wounds.

After hearing Secretary Gates, and I
have great respect for Secretary Gates,
but he has made it clear that we will be
in Afghanistan until 2014. He said it
will be 2014 or 2015 before we can start
substantially bringing down the num-
ber of troops in that country. Here we
are in Washington battling right now
about the 2011 budget, what should we
do or not do and cut this and cut that,
yet we seem to find $8 billion a month
for a corrupt leader in Afghanistan
named Karzai. He’s corrupt and his
government is corrupt. Yet we’re say-
ing to the American people, if you're a
senior, we can’t be sure that you can
get a sandwich at the senior citizen
center in your county. We’re saying to
the children that cannot afford milk at
home, there will be no programs for
you. But yet we can find $8 billion a
month for a corrupt leader in a country
in a war that we cannot win.

Our troops have already won, but his-
tory says you will not change Afghani-
stan—and I won’t go through the his-
tory because of time. One day Karzai
likes American troops being over there
and the next day he doesn’t like Amer-
ican troops being there. In fact, in De-
cember 2010 in the Washington Post,
and I will paraphrase this, Karzai said
to General Petraeus:

I have three main enemies—the
Taliban, the Americans, and the inter-
national community. If I had to choose
a friend today—and again, this is the
President of Afghanistan—I would
choose the Taliban.

They’re the ones killing Americans
and blowing their legs off and their
arms off. How much longer does this
have to go on?

I say to my colleagues in both par-
ties, join Representative KUCINICH, RON
PAUL and myself—and many others—
let’s bring our troops home.

I have a photograph here, Mr. Speak-
er, that was in the Raleigh, North
Carolina, paper about a year ago. This
is a young Army sergeant. His legs are
gone. They’ve been blown off. His right
arm has been blown off and he has a
left arm. He is what they call a triple
amputee. His lovely wife is there push-
ing the wheelchair.

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for the Amer-
ican people to say to those of us in
Congress, do not keep our troops there
until 2014, 2015, 2016 for a corrupt lead-
er. It’s time to bring our troops home.

I have the fortune of representing
Camp Lejeune Marine Base in my dis-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

trict. I talk to the Marines, who are as
brave as brave can be, that have been
there three, four and five times. I've
talked to the families as they’re break-
ing up, the families when their loved
one has committed suicide upon re-
turning from Afghanistan. It’s time to
bring them home. How many more will
be like this sergeant, without legs,
without arms?

Mr. Speaker, last week on Tuesday,
SUE MYRICK and I saw two young men,
one from Florida and one from Nevada,
that have no body parts below their
waist. The body parts are gone. Every-
thing is gone. Wake up, Congress, and
let’s bring our troops home from Af-
ghanistan.

My close is this, Mr. Speaker: I ask
God to please bless our men and women
in uniform. I ask God to please bless
the families of our men and women in
uniform. I ask God, in His loving arms,
to hold the families who have given a
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan
and Iraq. Mr. Speaker, I ask God to
bless the House and Senate, that we
will do what is right in God’s eyes. 1
will ask God to give wisdom, strength,
and courage to President Obama that
he will do what is right in the eyes of
God. And I will ask three times: God
please, God please, God please continue
to bless America.

———

IN MEMORY OF FORMER MEMBER
GERALDINE FERRARO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RANGEL. My colleagues, I rise
to pay tribute to one of the great
Americans that we have ever had in
this body, Congresswoman Geraldine
Ferraro. Most of the people remember
her as an exciting Vice Presidential
candidate, but those of us in the New
York delegation remember her as just
a great personality, a great legislator,
and a great American.

We in the New York delegation have
been fighting for time in which we
could express ourselves, but the legisla-
tive calendar has not been very kind to
us. So this morning we have two of her
dear friends in Congresswoman MCCAR-
THY and Congresswoman MALONEY, and
I suspect that every time a New York
Member gets an opportunity, we will
grab that time so that no one will ever
say that she did not leave footprints
here that all of us were just so proud.
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She succeeded Jim Delaney, who was
known to be a very conservative Demo-
crat from Long Island. And we all
awaited to see just who was going to
succeed Jim. And to see this beautiful,
intellectual former teacher, former as-
sistant district attorney to come here,
we all waited with breath held back to
see just what type of woman she would
be.

And even though she held closely
those conservative views, it has never
been presented to this body in a more
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eloquent, a more charming way as we
found ourselves with this new exciting
candidate who later became a Member
and became a part of the leadership of
the New York delegation. And once Tip
O’Neill saw her, she became a part of
the congressional Democratic delega-
tion and just went on. Wherever she
went, she excelled with her smile, with
her brains and contributed so much in
raising the standards of Members of
Congress and those who would run for
national office.

I worked pretty closely with Senator
Fritz Mondale when he ran for Presi-
dent of the United States. And while he
was looking for a Vice Presidential
candidate, I was so pleased, much sur-
prised that Tip O’Neill said that he
thought that within our delegation the
answer to Fritz Mondale’s problem
would be the nomination of Geraldine
Ferraro. I was surprised but so excited
that I could serve on the Mondale team
and to be able to say not only do we
have a New Yorker, but we have an ex-
citing candidate that could provide
that shot in the arm that the Mondale
campaign so badly needed.

And I felt so much like an American
when we found out that her back-
ground was one of near poverty. Her
dad had come here from Italy. She just
made the Italian American community
just so proud. She made women from
all over the country proud. She made
New Yorkers proud. And certainly
while she did not succeed in becoming
a Vice President, as Mondale did not
get the numbers that he needed, she be-
came a national figure, a compas-
sionate figure serving in the United
Nations, serving on television in terms
of the expression of views of the Demo-
cratic Party, raising funds for can-
didates.

Then when she was stricken with this
terrible disease that she died from, you
would only hear her talking about her
husband, John, her beautiful children,
and how she can help to make it a bet-
ter, more effective Democratic Party
as well as what contributions can she
make to this great country.

So we in the New York delegation
feel extremely proud that she was a
part of us. She had her own personal
family that she loved, her own church,
her own community. She had the re-
spect and support of all Americans and
the deep-seeded feelings Italian Ameri-
cans have. She was so well respected in
Democratic circles and congressional
circles.

But most of all, we remember what a
gentle lady she was. We have an expres-
sion in this House of Representatives,
“‘the gentleman from Wisconsin,”’ ‘‘the
gentlewoman from New York.” But
anyone who had known Gerry, as we so
affectionately called her, would know
that she was indeed a strong leader but
a gentle leader from Long Island and
from New York.
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